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FROM WHOM I INHERITED A FONDNESS 
FOR TREES AND FOR A CAMERA 



FOREWORD 


1 here arc very few people who do not react to the charm 
and beauty of trees. 

From early childhood most of us have loved some tree 
whose welcome shade has offered succor on a summer s day, 
or whose graceful pattern silhouetted against the sky has 
dominated a familiar view. As we grew older and traveled 
about, we were conscious of the dominance of trees in the 
landscape; of their variety and shapeliness; their superb 
majesty and grace, whether it were a lithe young sapling or 
some gnarled old monarch battered and twisted by the winds. 

As long as I can remember 1 have been impressed w ith the 
form and beauty of trees, and it is not strange that 1 have for 
many years made portraits of them with my camera. 1 have 
sought always the pictorial effect rather than the mere record- 
ing of botanical details. I his, 1 feel, has given individuality to 
the photographs. Many of those included in the book have 
bung in important salons of pictorial photography, in America 
and in many foreign countries. 

I now olfer some of my tree pictures to others who may 
likewise enjoy them, believing that we have in them a com- 
munity of interest. 

Thomas O. Siieckell. 


September, 1956 




TREES 


The Storm Sentinels 

^(9l IESE rugged spruce, perched high on a 
steep mountainside, and rooted between 
boulders, have withstood the blast of many 
a storm in the Wasatch Mountains of Utah. 






' Budding Spring 

(Cottonwood saplings, in stately row, 

line the hanks of Utah’s Jordan River — which, 
like the Jordan of Biblical history, flows from a 
fresh-water lake into a salty dead sea. 
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ylpple 'Blossoms 

/Laden with bloom, the apple trees in a 
New Jersey hillside orchard give promise of an 
abundant crop of rich red fruit in the Autumn. 


Land s Cnd 


Is) 


ITH its old cypress standing High above 
tbe ocean, defiant of the storms, this rocky 
point on the Monterey Peninsula of California 
reaches far out into the Pacific. 









March 


< <9 


HE brook is bordered by love Iy old 
willows, which dominate the landscape with 
their spread of delicate gray-green foliage. 



In the ‘Path of the Storm 

J l was but a brief summer storm, but it raged 
with sucb fury that these venerable locusts bent 
in its patb. They are located in tbe foothills 
of tbe Wasatch Mountains, a few miles from Salt 
Lake City. 

Ibis picture was awarded First Prize in a 
contest conducted by tbe American Forestry 
Association for ‘the most beautiful photographs 
of trees in America.” It has been accepted and 
bung in many salons of photographic art in this 
country and in thirteen foreign countries. 





Song of Spring 


< Si 


HE white blossoms of the dogwood add 
a cheerful note to the woods in springtime. 
The trees are to be found throughout the 
Atlantic States, and bloom in the month 
of May. 








Torrey Tine 

'T^ooted almost in rock itself, this old 
Torrey pine has been lashed by gales from 
the Pacific. 

So rare are these trees that a park has 
been created on the Southern California 
coast to protect them. 


On the Beautiful Ohio 




(9HESE old cottonwoods, leaning over the 
placid river just helow its falls at Louisville, 
are rooted deep in the Kentucky shore. The 
far shore is Indiana. 












The 

HERE are few more picturesque trees 
than the cypress of Monterey, standing as 
they clo at the very edge of the ocean. 



Encroaching T ide 


. I jlcr the Shower 




(9HE passing shower lias left these graceful 
tall eucalyptus fresh and radiant. I hey stand 
on one of the many commanding hiii s over- 
looking Hollywood. 
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Willows of Swartswood 

/Lovely indeed are these old willows 

on the shore of a New Jersey Lake — a 
pattern for a Corot. Floating beneath 
them are lotus flowers, rarely found in the 
New World. 



Lonely Vigil 

(£%l . ANY of these old cypress are found 
standing alone, at the edge of the Pacific, 
on the Monterey Peninsula s rugged shore. 
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C? California Landscape 

CUCALYPTUS trees, with tall slender 
trunks and delicate puffs of light-green 
foliage, dot the landscape of Southern 
California. 




T)ciy Is Done 



OX-ELDER trees, silhouetted against a 
sunset shy, herald the nightfall. They are 
not in their full foliage, as the photograph 
was taken in early spring. 



Two-Ocean Tond 




IGH on the Continental Divide, in 
Yellowstone National Park, lodge-pole 
pines cast their reflection in the little lake 
which has outlet on one side to the far-off 
Pacific, and on the other to the Atlantic. 









Silhouette 


<fA 


GNARLED old cypress, battered and 
lashed by many storms, stands starkly 
outlined against the afternoon sun as it vies 
with the incoming fog from the Pacific. 









Rolling Country 

Oaks, elms and other trees dot the rolling 
hills of the Eastern States, or are massed in 
cool deep woods. This shows a favorite haunt 
in the Orange Mountains of New Jersey. 




Contrast 




PITIABLE old chestnut tree, on a 
New Jersey hillside, reaches dead arms 
toward the evening clouds — in tragic 
contrast to its neighbors. 






Lakeside 


^(DHE haze over this northern New Jersey 
lake lends atmosphere to the shoreline, with 
its second-growth willows. 




The (gathering Storm 




(9H1S old cypress, overlooking Carmel 


Bay on the California coast, has withstood 
so many blasts from the elements that 
one more storm is of small moment. 








J{ Desert Solo 



RAVING the heat and d rought of the 
desert, this old Joshua -tree grows where 
little else can flourish. The photograph was 
taken at midday, in southern Nevada, with 
the thermometer at 109°. 


^Back-Country Road 

VENERABLE old beech tree and a 
worm-rail fence form a characteristic scene 
along the hack-country roads of Indiana. 







The Storm Curtain 

/Lombardy poplars are silhouetted 

against lowering clouds as rain settles over Salt 
Lake Valley and the Wasatch Mountains. 


Washington s Crossing 


Old 


trees add beauty and interest to the 
Delaware River at the point where Washington 
and his army made their historic crossing. To 
preserve this loveliness. Pennsylvania has 
created a State Park on one side of the river, 
and New Jersey a State Park on the opposite side. 







Winter s Offering 

<fA BLIZZARD left these hirch trees in 
northern New Jersey plastered with wet 
snow — a world of white indeed! 





Cypress of Monterey 


One of the many cypress that add their 
picturesqueness to Carmel Bay s rocky 
shoreline. Doggedly clinging to existence 
although whipped by gale and tempest, its 
twisted trunk and branches are a delight to 


artists. 



The Lone Sentinel 

J^[oT all Monterey cypress are fantastically 
shaped by the wind. Despite the buffeting 
gales, this one, standing at the very edge of 
the Pacific, has risen to majestic height. 




Blossoms of Spring 




(9 HIS twisted old apple tree, freighted 
with bloom, stands beside a country road 
in New Jersey, sharing its rich fragrance 
and beauty with the passer-by. 






Sy mphony of Summer 


c Wnu 


:n the Kills of Southern California are 
brown and parched in summer, graceful clumps 
of eucalyptus add a pleasing note of freshness 
and color. I he trees shown here stand near 
San Juan Capistrano Mission. 











Summertime 

^HE graceful forms of trees, their verdant 
foliage and cool deep shade are welcome in 
any summer landscape. This vista of pasture 
and hills is characteristic of many sections of 
the country. 




Jlnjduiwmn Landscape 

‘IcJhen the leaves assume their gorgeous 
tints of fall, this quiet New Jersey landscape 
becomes a symphony of blazing color. 
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Silent Winter 


LTHOUGt 1 ihe snows lie deep and ihe 
air is cold, the white birch trees still lend their 
grace to the landscape. The late afternoon sun 
is touching the edge of the hill and marking 
the tree-trunks with light and shadow. 


The Foothills 




(9HE rolling foothills of Southern California 
are dotted with eucalyptus trees, whose feathery 
foliage forms delicate patterns against the sky. 
This scene is in Griffith Park, Los Angeles. 
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Uunes o f Cape /f envy 

Odd and distinctive are these twisted 
pines, rooted in the sand dunes on l h e 
Virginia shore at Cape I Ienry. 


Winter Bouquet 




(9 HIS snow-laclen tree, typical of winter 
in Indiana, mig Ht well be a gorgeous 
bouquet of white spring blossoms. 



Telegraph fiill 




(9HE wind-blown eucalyptus, on Telegraph 
Hill in the heart of San Francisco, look down 
over the city as late afternoon brings the 
enveloping fog from the ocean. 







Columbia River Valley 

^OHESE sturdy pines, along the famous 
Columbia River Highway, command a 
wide view of the river as it winds onward 
in its tortuous course. 


T imoer Line 




OHE pinion pine will grow where less hardy 
trees must perish. Perched high on the 
mountainside, in the Wasatch Mountains of 
Utah, this monarch overlooks Silver Lake 
Valley, eight thousand feet above sea-level. 










Tempest 



no time do trees seem to be so dramatic 


as when they bend to the fury of the storm. 
I hese tall Lombardy poplars are being swept 
by a summer gale. 


Sunlight "Pines 




(9IIE sun, slanting through the deep woods, 

rests upon these lovely pines, its warmth 
bringing out the resinous scents, filling the 
air with pungent fragrance. 





















The Monarch 


IAT sturdy beauty of limb and trunk 


in this magnificent California live-oak. It 
is but one of many sucb fine live-oak trees 
in California. 


The hone^Aspen 




1GH in the mountains of Utah, nine 
thousand feet above sea-level, this hardy 
quaking asp” rears its head into the clouds. 
Despite the heavy snows of winter which 
have bent it somewhat, it continues its climb 
toward the sun. In the fall its brilliant yellow 
leaves lend color to the hillside. 





Pacific 




OORREY pines pictured against a sky and 
ocean gray wi th fog but fl ec ked with pools 
of light where the sun has broken through. 1 hese 
picturesque trees are found only on the Southern 
California coast. 



The Coast of Nl nine 

/Looking out to sea from the rock-ribbed 

coast of Maine, this pine continues to grow 
sturdily despite its many lashings by winds 
from the Atlantic. 


ylspen Qrove 

QrOVES of tall aspen, their white trunks 
marked with dark red splotches, form a 
distinctive feature along the Alpine Highway, 
high on the slopes of Mount Timpanogas 
in Utah. 




Silver Lake Valley 

^PRUCE, hemlock and pines stand 
majestically on the slopes encircling a 
silver lake in the Wasatch Mountains 
of Utah. 











JVf ciine W oods 




(9HE canoe-bircK trees are a distinctive 
feature of the Maine woods, their white 
hark making them conspicuous against the 
darker trees of the forest. 





Sunlight inJ\utumn 

TcJlTH its sleek bark and brilliant autumn 
tints, tbe beecb adds its glory to a New Jersey 
wood. Tbe thinning leaves are radiant in the 
rich colors of tbe fall season. 










ylutumn Woods 


^9HE lure of the woods in autumn, 
a carpet of leaves underfoot and the 
a riot of rich color. 


with 

trees 






The Rocky Shore 


'Where defiant nature struggles for its very 
existence. A cypress on the coast of Monterey, 
with its roots partly exposed by erosion, but still 
clinging to bold its place on tbe rocky shore. 






Jersey Landscape 


Si 


HESE fine old elms add beauty to a 


peaceful pastoral scene lying under the 
haze of a summer morning. 
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jiill si de Q rove 




(9HE tall quaking aspen grow high on the 
mountainside at Silver Lake, Utah, and in 
many cases rival their tall neighbors, the 
pines, in height. 








October 

(^OLORMJL almost beyond description, 
an autumn morning challenges the artist’s 
palette as Carolina poplars add tbeir orange 
and yellow to the landscape. 




The Struggle 


'IE Monterey cypress wage continual battle 
to bold tbeir ground against Pacific storms 
and tide. The trunks stretch over tbe rocks, bare 
and contorted, but tbe foliage shows there is 
life yet and the struggle is not ended. 



Quardian o f the Canyon 

5turdy pines grow along the rocky crags 
and walls of the deep American Fork Canyon 
in Utah, where the Forestry Department has 
cut a trail up the steep mountainside to 
Timpanogas Cave. 
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J\ Long Island Landscape 

< WHESE graceful trees grow near the South 
Shore of Long Island, where Atlantic winds 
have helped in their shaping. 







San Juan Capistrano Mission 

IE olcl pepper tree dates back to l he 
days of l be Padres when the old Spanish 
Missions were founded in California. 



Hirch T rees 


0i 


'N Lake Waromug, in Connecticut, are these 
beautiful white canoe-birch trees. Some of the 
New England canoe-birch attain great size. 



J\ Virginia Sunset 

<&■ FALL cottonwood at Natural Bridge, 
Virginia, its foliage forming fleecy patterns 
against the sunset. 
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Surrender 

'Shipped by winds from the Pacilic, the 
old cypress have waged a losing fight and at 
last are surrendering — as new ones take root 
to replace them. 




Summer fiaze 


AA 


N old elm along a New Jersey roadside; 
beneath it, the delicate green and white of 
Queen Anne s lace. 1 his view is typical of 
wooded hills and rolling country in all the 
Eastern States. 








The Old Swimming Jdole 


<8 


REES lend their welcome shade to 


this old swimming hole in the Passaic 
River of New Jersey. 




Leafy ylutumn 




Cf}HE white trunks of the birch in a world 
of yellow and orange as the thinning leaves 
flutter downward or carpet the ground below. 



Pi-NrM 





yft “Dusk 




(9HE tall Lombardy poplars, planted as 
windbreaks by the pioneers of the early days 
in Utah, stand out against a colorful sky as 
the sun lingers on tbe clouds behind them. 







‘ Passaic River 

Oaks, willows and maples shadow this 
quiet stretch of the Passaic River as it 
winds through New Jersey. 


Jdillside Reverie 


s 


TATELY trees, limned against drifting clouds. 


crown many of the New Jersey hills near the 
Delaware River Valley. 




The Pal 


m 


S3i 


r IE date palm, introduced by the early 
Spanish missionaries, is now a familiar sight 
in Southern California. Many varieties of 
palms are shown in this view of the gardens 
of the Huntington Estate, in Pasadena. 



Carly J^lorning 




(9HE enveloping fog, liovering over 
Balboa Park, in San Diego, lifts to reveal 
the eucalyptus trees. 



J{ Dead Chestnut T ree 



venerable chestnut, rooted now in 


the encroaching waters, its dead trunk twisted 
and torn, still has a beauty of pattern in its 
stark bareness. 



fiillside Farm 


5tately elms shade this farmhouse in 
New York State. A wealth of fine old 
trees will he found on most of the farms 
throughout the Eastern States. 
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J\ Qiant Redwood 

'Deep in a forest near Santa Cruz, California, 
stand these mammoth trees, serene and splendid, 
among the oldest of living things. Many of 
them measure from twenty-five to thirty feet 


across. 
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Mountain V ista 




ROM their grove on the mountainside the 


aspen trees command a view of incredible 
distance over range after range of the Wasatch 
Mountains in Utah. 




St] oe River 

Old willow trees border tbe sluggish St. Joe 
River of Indiana where it joins the Elkhart — 
named by the Indians because the island formed 
by the river junction is shaped like the heart of 
an elk. 






Thunderstorm 




(DREES along a Pennsylvania highway 
as a summer thunderstorm gathers. 









Oaks inJkutnran 

5tURDY old oaks, bathed in autumn 

sunlight, reach far-flung branches over 
the lesser growth in a New Jersey wood. 




Cypress Point 




i IESE old cypress trees on the Monterey 
Coast are a delight to artists. The foliage, of 
so dark a green that it appears almost hlack, 
forms a striking silhouette against sea and sky. 






"Down on the Farm 


0LD 


elm trees in the midst of the hayfields, 
in a picturesque valley in New York State near 
the headwaters of the Delaware River. 









Fair Win ter 




t 6i IE trees cast their shadows on the snow 
as the winter season holds forth. 1 hese are 
cottonwood trees in Utah, but the scene is 
typical of many parts of the country. 


J\ Mountain Road 

Groves of aspen border tbe scenic 
Alpine I lighway that winds around Mount 
I impanogas — a high glacial peak of the 
Wasatch Range in Utah. 



White Oak 


AA GREAT white oak in the Orange 
Mountains of New Jersey. 



Sentinels ofJ\[ight 

©ALL Lombardy poplars stand as sentinels 
to the departing day as the snn sinks in the 
west. The Oquirrh Mountains, in the distance, 
are twenty miles away, across the valley of 
the Great Salt Lake. 
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